and somo criticism of them. In 1845 ho had projected what was called a liberty convention. In 1848 ho hud been a member of the Free Soil convention held at, Buffalo and since 18-19 had been a Senator of tho United States. Thomas H. Ford, my townsman, was nominated as lieutenant governor, as tho representative of tho Whig party. Jacob IMnkcrhoff, also of Mansfield, was nominated as judge of tho Supremo Court. II o bad boen a Member of Congress from 1843 to 1847 as a Democrat, but early took decided ground against tho extension of slavery. Vie was (lie reputed author of what is known as the " WilmoL Proviso."
On the Slh day of August this famous proviso w;is offered as an amendment to a bill anl.hori/ing tho lYesidout of the United States to employ &l,000,00() in negotiations for a ncii.ro with Mexico, by purchase of iorritory, by David Wilmot, of Pennsylvania, vi Member ot Ihe House. "That, SIM an express fundamental condition to (ho acquisition of any territory from tho Republic of Mexico by tho United States, neither shivery nor involuntary servitude should ever oxist in any part of said Iorritory." This proviso was adopted by tho HOHHO, but was rejected by the Senate. It WHS tho basis of ihe orgaui/ation known as the Free Soil party of 1HIS, ami of tho Republican party in 1850.
Tho other candidates on tho tiekot were fairly distributed.
Tho canvass of 1855 was conducted mainly by Senator Chase and Colonel Ford. I participated in it losotuo oxlont, but was chiefly engaged in closing my business in preparation for tho approaching session of Congress. Tho result of tho election WHS as follows: Chase, 1<U>,770 votes; Mwlill, 101,019; Allou Trimble, 24,270.
The election of Senator Chase, upon a distinctly Hopublican platform, established the fact that the majority of tho voters of Ohio were Republicans ns defined by tho creed of lliat party.
In tho summer of 1850 f made my first trip to Iowa, accompanied by Amos Townscnd and James Cobeau. At Unit time Iowa was a far-off state, thinly populated, but being rapidly settled. We passed through Chicago, which at that tinio contained a population of about 50,000. The lino ot railroadabula wanted to make an issue with Frank Pierce. He did not wish to raise an issue with the dead. Ho hoped everybody would vote for the platform. Ho did not consider tho resolutions milk for babes, but strong meat.
